g                                       TO THE STUDENTS
seen. The public will not and cannot judge men or institutions
except through the results that they show. It makes no allow-
ance for failures, it is a most exacting judge. The final appeal
of the Gurukiila as of all popular institutions must be to this
judge. Great responsibility therefore rests upon the shoulders
of the students who have been discharged from the College and
who have entered upon the thorny path of life. Let them be-
ware. Meanwhile those who are well wishers of this great
experiment may derive satisfaction from the fact that we have
it as an indisputable rule of life, that as the tree is so will the
fruit be. The tree looks lovely enough. He who waters it is a
noble soul. Why worry about what the fruit is likely to be ?
Manual Work and Sanitation
As a lover of the Gurukula, I may be permitted to offe?
one or two suggestions to the Committee and the parents. The
Gurukula boys need a thorough industrial training if they are
to become self-reliant and self-supporting. It seems to me that
in our country in which 85 per cent of the population is agri-
cultural and perhaps 10 per cent occupied in supplying the
wants of the peasantry, it must be part of the training of every
youth that he has a fair practical knowledge of agriculture and
hand-weaving. He will lose nothing if he knows a proper use
of tools, can saw a piece of board straight and build a wall that
will not come down through a faulty handling of the plumber's
line. A boy who is thus equipped, will never feel helpless in
battling with the world and never be in want of employment.
A knowledge of the laws of hygiene and sanitation as well as
the art of rearing children should also form a necessary part of
the Gurukula lads. The sanitary arrangements at the fair left
much to be desired. The plague of flies told its owh tale. These
irrepressible sanitary inspectors incessantly warned us that in
point of sanitation all was not well with us. They plainly sug-
gested that the remains of our food and excreta need to be
properly buried. It seemed to me to be such a pity that a golden
opportunity was being missed of giving to the annual visitors
practical lessons on sanitation. But the work must begin with
the boys. Then the management would have at the annual
gathering three hundred practical sanitary teachers* Last but
not least, let the parents and the Committee not spoil their lads